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THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens 
   (Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)
Team Vicar:  Prebendary John Good
   The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ
   Telephone 01305 889466
   johngood.martinstown@hotmail.co.uk

The Parish of the Winterbournes

Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a single 
Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton
Churchwardens
 Dick Corbett-Winder  889410 Bruce Robertson
 John Crawford  889377  Martin Hartley  889239
 PCC Hon. Secretary       Rosemary Duke   889555
 PCC Hon. Treasurer       Bruce Robertson 

The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence

Churchwarden  Jeremy Russell  01308 482227
 PCC Hon. Secretary Tessa Russell  01308 488227
• Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, 
Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit.   The Clergy would welcome 
being kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have answerphones 
for you to leave a message.
• If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of the 
Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of the person involved 
is assured.
• Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off

SERVICES

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays, Tuesdays ,Wednesdays and Fridays
08.30 in Martinstown and at 0815 on Fridays at Abbas.  All of whatever 
Christian tradition are welcome.

Fourth Sundays 11.00 at Martinstown is generally more an informal 
Eucharist to which we encourage parents and children.
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COMPTON VALENCE
CHURCH FLOWERS AND CLEANING ROTA

 1st – 4th September Rosalie Steel
5th – 17th   NYK
18th – 30th   Mrs Sclater

Coffee Morning
in aid of

Samaritan's Purse Shoebox Appeal
9th October 2010 at 1100 am

at
1 Manor Grove, Martinstown
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The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

September 2010

 “The kindness of strangers” took on real meaning recently when I 
had a puncture on the straight between Steepleton and Martinstown. I had my 
triangle 50 yards behind the car and lights flashing as I started to remove the 
flat tyre. First a cyclist stopped and offered help. My mobile phone battery 
was flat so he let me use his phone. Two car drivers offered help which I 
declined and I started to walk home to get a better wheel brace. A lady, 
resident in Martinstown for some years but now living in Steepleton, gave me 
a lift to Grove Hill. She confirmed she read Valley & Valence so I told her I 
was the editor and would give her a “mention”. When I got back I found her 
parked behind my car. She was going back home after shopping and saw 
some youngsters around my car. She told them I would be back soon and she 
would keep an eye on my car till then. She never told her name but all I met 
that afternoon reminded me of the Good Samaritan!
 This month many children will be starting at new schools and we 
hope they will all be as happy as the pupils in Winterbourne Valley First 
School seem to be.
 This month also sees the start of the winter film season at the 
Brewers. The first film is a little early as Sonia and I expect to be in 
Edinburgh at the end of September to meet new twin grandsons who should 
have arrived  on about 10th.
 Harvest Festival events are listed in this magazine and the 
Winterbournes’ supper will be in Abbas this year.
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PARISH DIARY
(For church events and services see back cover and earlier 

pages)
Date    Time      Event   & Venue

(If not Martinstown Village Hall) 
SEPTEMBER
4th  2-4pm    WI Autumn Sale  Village Green [20]
5th  2.30pm  Panto Auditions     [20]
8th  6.45pm WI talk “Happy Feet”    [20]
11th    DHCT Sponsored Cycle Ride   [15]
19th  7.30pm Free film “Indiscreet” Brewers Arms [24]
20th  7.30pm PTFA AGM   WV 1st School [16]
20th  8pm      Valley Club talk “Inn Signs”   [19]
24th  7.30pm ArtsReach “Mrs Gerrish’s Rear Widwow” [23]
30th  7.30pm Last Night of the Proms Corn Exchange  [24]

Page References are in [ ] brackets above
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PLEASE HELP!
To look after the four lovely church buildings in 

our Benefice by sponsoring those who are cycling, 
riding, or walking, in support of his excellent cause

MARTINSTOWN  – Alec & Gill McCourtie
COMPTON VALENCE – John Good
ABBAS/STEEPLETON – John Crawford
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA
FIRST SCHOOL PTFA

Hello everybody,

Everything will have been a bit quiet during the Summer 
holidays but we do have a couple of dates that need to be put in diaries:-

AGM on 20th September This will be our first meeting of the new 
year. The AGM will be at the school, starting at 7.30pm.  Everyone is 
welcome, particularly parents of the seventeen children we have 
joining the Reception year.  The more people that get involved with 
organising events the better and it is a really good way to meet and get 
to know other parents.

Fashion Show on Friday, the 22nd October.   We are holding 
another fashion show but it is going to be a little bit different.  This 
year it is going to be for children's clothing as well as ladies.  Children 
in the school are already getting excited and looking forward to 
starting their modelling careers.  Please get in contact if your children 
would like to take part or if you fancy being an adult model. The 
clothes are going to be coming from retailers such as Marks and 
Spencers, Debenhams and Next and hopefully you'll be able to buy 
lots of lovely outfits in time for Christmas parties and presents.  There 
will be further details on the fashion show in the October Parish 
Magazine about where to buy tickets but I hope that you'll all be able 
to come.

I'll finish now but I hope you have all had a relaxing Summer 
and that we'll see you in the new school year.

Best Wishes, Lesley Lewis
Chairperson, Winterbourne Valley PTFA 01305 889134

Babes and Sucklings
 “At Harvest Festival God comes down and eats all the food 
in the Church!”    (A girl aged 5)
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Marie Curie Cancer Care- Blooming Great Tea Party
(or – where have all the chocolates gone?!)

A most interesting afternoon meeting lots of nice people Pat and 
I selling raffle tickets had the pleasure of speaking to nearly all the people 
who supported this event, and I was lucky enough to win the lucky dip 
prize.

I had pleasure in giving the large tin of chocolates to a friend to 
take to some Staff and Students to enjoy at their leisure. They were 
delighted with them, and I enjoyed being able to pass them on. So thank 
you Becky and Jan. Now we look forward to the Christmas Craft and Gift 
Fair, when we will all be able to meet again. 

Eileen Hobday
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THE  VALLEY  CLUB

Our first meeting of the Autumn will be on Monday 
September 20th at 8.00pm in Martinstown Village Hall when we will 
be having an illustrated talk by Rob Curtis on “Inn Signs and Dorset 
Pub Stories”.  Rob is an interesting speaker and has many fascinating 
stories to tell so do come along to the Village Hall on this evening.  
Please note this is a change to the talk which is in the Valley Club 
programme.

Our annual Barn Dance will take place on Friday 8th

October in Martinstown Village Hall with ‘Jump at the Sun’.  This 
will be a Charity event and we will be giving a donation to the local 
Dorset Renal Dialysis Unit.  There will be a bar and the price 
includes a ploughman’s supper.  The Barn Dance  is always a popular 
event so please get your tickets as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment.  The tickets cost £10 for members and £12 for 
non-members    and are available from Eileen Fisher – tel. 889584,  
Angela Barrett – tel. 889628, or myself.  The Barn Dance will start 
at 7.30pm and end at 11.00pm.

Future Event:
Saturday 27th November  -  Social Evening with Beaminster Gallery 
Quire, to include mulled wine and mince pies.    

Pat Willetts - Tel. 01305 889597

MONDAY HOME GROUP
Will meet at 10.30 a.m. at Turnpike Cottage on

 September 27th
October 11th and 25th
November 8th and 22nd
December 6th

All welcome.
       Further details from Maggie and Bruce Robertson.
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September

Next Meeting 
– Wed 8th 
September at 
6.45 in the 
Village Hall - 
“Happy Feet” 
– a talk by 
Debbie Marsh 
of Hotter 
Shoes

IT’S PANTO TIME AGAIN!

Following the success of the 2008 production of Aladdin we 
are going to go for it again (another panto – not Alladin!).

So - auditions will take place at 2.30 on Sunday 5th 
September in Martinstown Village Hall.

Your Village Panto needs both children and adults.

Don't fancy an acting role? There's plenty of opportunity for 
backstage work or props and scenery-construction. So come along 
and find out more about this fantastic community event.

Looking forward to seeing lots of you!
Fran Taylor
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WINTERBORNE ST.MARTIN PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting on 26th July 2010

This meeting was a very quick affair with the meeting 
concluding by 8.30pm as very little business of consequence was on 
the agenda.

The Chairman started by reporting that Bill Pett would like to 
take 6 months leave from the Parish Council while he was undergoing 
his current medical treatment. This was agreed and the Council sent 
their thoughts and best wishes to him for a full recovery.

A complaint that the Neighbourhood watch scheme recorded 
message was difficult to replay, as the number was given out so 
quickly that it was difficult to get it written down, was brought to our 
notice. Not everybody could write so quickly. The Chairman offered 
to be in contact with the central office to see if any improvement can 
be made.

Minor planning issues were noted and the Chairman stated that 
he had represented the Council when it objected to retrospective 
planning permission being granted for the large shed in the grounds of 
Park Farm house. The application was approved and the council’s 
views ignored.

The Chairman reported that he had been present at a meeting 
called by the property owners around Fisher’s Barn with Norman 
Barnes and the County Council to try and resolve some of the ongoing 
nuisances that the farm shop traffic causes to these property owners. 
Issues of speeding, blocked drains, trespass by vehicles on to land 
adjacent to the single file road were discussed as well as how things 
could be improved. The Chairman awaits to see what action will occur 
as a result of this meeting and hopes at the least the drains will be 
unblocked and the surface of the road restored. The Council suggested 
the painting of a white hatchings on the track may help to emphasise 
to motorists that this a road to use with caution.

The next meeting will be on 27th September 2010.

Patrick Jeffery, Chairman
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
We are looked after by our

Community Beat Officer Sandy Redford (PC178) assisted by
Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 5410) and Jacqui Allen (PCSO 5396)

On Wednesday 8th September Sarah will be  at Stevens Farm 
shop from 1pm to 2pm  and at Manor Court Community Centre 
from 2pm to 3pm. All visits are subject to operational 
commitments.

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
News and events

ANN MATTHEWS Telephone 889248
FUN, EXCITEMENT, EXERCISE

WITH SHORT MAT BOWLING
The equipment can now be booked with the 
hall through Tessa Clark. So - why not get 

a group of friends together one day? 
BINGO ON FRIDAYS

3rd  & 17th  September
Please come along and bring a friend.
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
The Booking Secretary is Tessa Clark

Telephone 889493
 (Please call between 9am to 8pm only)

100 CLUBS
MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL

July  £25 Alison Crawford
  £10 Rosemary Lees £5 Alan Pascal

COMPTON VALENCE VILLAGE HALL
August £25 Fi Brooke

  £10 Wayne Briggs £5 Owen Gale



23

ARTSREACH 2010/2011 SEASON

 The following bookings for Martinstown Village Hall have been 
confirmed:

Friday 24th September @ 1930 - theatre: Ministry of Entertainment 
“Mrs Gerrish's Rear Window”  see www.ministryofentertainment.co.uk

Wednesday 24th November @ 2000 - a band:
O'Hooley and Tidow see www.ohooleyandtidow.com  

Saturday 22nd January @ 1930 - a band:
Sheelanagig see www.sheelanagig.co.uk

Saturday 26th March @ 1930 - theatre: Publick Transport 
“The Department of Smelling Pistakes” see www.publicktransport.com

Fuller details will be in future magazines and can also be found on the 
individual websites given above.

Ann Salmon

Martinstown Craft & Gift Fair in the Village Hall
Sunday 21st November - 10.30 a.m. - 3.30 p.m.

Supporting Marie Curie Cancer Care

This annual event, which was a great success last year, is again 
looking forward to opening its doors and welcoming you all this year with 
a fantastic array of local exhibitors and artists. It is the only Christmas 
Craft Fair in the village this year, so don't miss out, make a note in your 
diary.

Full details of demonstrators and exhibitors will be in the next 
issue of Valley & Valence. There is plenty of choice available all day and 
it is an ideal opportunity to stock up on some unusual and unique gifts in 
plenty of time for Christmas. Tempting refreshments are available all day.

If you require any further details,
please call Becky Dovey on Tel 01305 889250.
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Round the houses
(The County Down Spectator clarifies a new one-way system in 

Bangor!)

“Essentially the scheme as envisaged will make Lower Main Street 
one-way, going down; Bridge Street will be two-way; High Street will be 
one-way going up, as far as Springfield Road when it will become two-way.

A new link road between High Street and Hamilton Road will also be 
one-way, towards Hamilton Road. Hamilton Road itself will be one-way 
between High Street and Hamilton Road will also be one-way towards 
Hamilton Road. Hamilton Road itself will be one-way between this road and 
Main Street and two-way in the other direction.”

Editor’s Note:- Bangor was my home town before I joined the Navy so I have 
had no problem with the explanation above!!
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CHESIL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER

Thur 2nd  Autumn Birds Chesil 
At this time of year many birds are migrating to their wintering grounds. 
Terns and waders are leaving until the spring, while wildfowl are just 
returning. No dogs please. Adults £3, children £2. Meet Chesil Beach 
Centre, 14:30
Sat 11th Low Tide Walk Ferrybridge
Join us on a walk around the shore of the Fleet, looking at the underwater 
life exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs and much more 
with our local guide. Adults £3, children £2. Meet Chesil Centre, 14:30
Sat 18th  Autumn Fleet clean
Why not come down to help us clean up the Fleet foreshore. Contact the 
Chesil Beach Centre for more details. 
Meet TBA, 10:00 - 12:00
Sat 25th  Low Tide Walk Pirates Cove
Join us on a walk around the shore of the Fleet, looking at the underwater 
life exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs and much more 
with our local guide. Adults £3, children £2. Meet Camp Road, 14:00
For further information about our please contact the Chesil Beach Centre 
01305 769592, or visit one of our website www.chesilbeach.org. 
The Chesil Beach Centre can be found on the Portland Beach Road, on the 
way to Portland and is great for children of all ages. So why not pop in to 
see our underwater camera, microscope, interactive displays or just to chat 
to one of our local volunteers who will be happy to help.

The Fleet Observer

If you prefer to keep your feet dry, now is a perfect time to take a trip on 
the Fleet Observer. The Observer is a shallow drafted boat, designed to 
explore the world of the Fleet, both above and below the water. The boat 
sails from the Observer jetty, behind the Ferrybridge Inn in Wyke Regis.  
Trips run daily, weather permitting until October. Booking is required to 
ensure availability.

For further information about the Fleet Observer or to book a 
trip please contact the Chesil Beach Centre 01305 759692, or 

visit one of our website www.thefleetobserver.co.uk.
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Royal British Legion (Abbotsbury & Portesham 
Branch)

We will remember

Phyllis SAUNDERS
Phyllis was the Poppy Appeal Organiser for this area for some 40 years 
and only handed on the responsibility when she did because of failing 
health.   She had been a member in various capacities of the Women's 
Section since 1944.   Throughout her life she worked tirelessly and 
with great ability for various Chesil area organisations, a record which 
is probably without parallel locally.
--------------------------
On 18th July, Mrs. Kim Cooper represented the Branch when she took 
part in the ten kilometre walk around our RBL Headquarters area of 
London.   A sponsored event, Kim hopes to raise close to £200 by her 
efforts for the Poppy Appeal.  We believe this to be the first time our 
Branch has been represented at such a national event. 

Tickets for "The Sound of Music" at Bournemouth Pavillion Theatre 
on Thursday 23rd September are now sold out.   Coach pick-ups will 
be as follows:  Abbotsbury Square 5.45 p.m. - Portesham Green 5.55 
p.m. - London Road, Dorchester 6.15 p.m. 

There will be a Branch Committee Meeting at Portesham Methodist 
Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday, 7th October, 2010.

Our Thursday, 14th October meeting will be at Strangways Hall, 
Abbotsbury at 7.30 p.m. when our County Secretary Miss Beverley 
Harrison  will talk about her professional duties.

Des Baker Entertainments Chairman (01305 267617)

Silly Sign (at a pedestrian crossing)
 “Wait for Green Man to cross” - some Daily Telegraph 
readers claim to have waited for years but in vain!!
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Printed and published by the Winterbourne Valley PCC


